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WHY IT WORKS 
I must admit that when I first looked over 

our Twelve Traditions hanging on the wall, I 
thought they were a dumb, boring business charter. 
I was so smart that I knew they had nothing to do 
with me, and with that information, I ignored them 
for as long as I could. That was until the day my 
sponsor, wise woman that she was, suggested that I 
go through the Traditions with her just as we had 
the Steps. It seemed like a corny idea at the time, 
but she was my sponsor and I did not know you 
could tell your sponsor no. (I still don't recommend 
that).  

One by one we read them together, studying 
page after page, looking for the spiritual principles 
and the practical applications.  

Though at the time I did not understand the 
significance they would have in my life or how 
much wisdom was within the words on the page, I 
know today that they are "why it works" and they 
are also, when practiced in my own life, the glue 
that allows unity in my relationships with others 
inside and outside the rooms of AA.  

My sponsor taught me to take each Tradition 
and find how it applied to me personally. When I 
felt stuck and could not see the spiritual significance 
or application, she encouraged me to dig deeper. 
She shared her own experience about what the 
Traditions had brought to her own life. When I 
struggled with finances and debt, and with my 
husband wanting to set a budget, she shared with 
me the freedom I would experience by being self-
supporting through my own contributions.  

When I wanted to complain about my 
husband or mother-in-law one more time, she 
shared with me that having no opinion on outside 
issues might save me from some resentments.  

She said that the common welfare of my 
family should come first. She said I should stick to 
my own side of the street and be self-governing, and 
in this autonomy I would have peace of mind. She 
said that everyone, including myself, had the right 
to be wrong.  

And she taught me that keeping my mouth 
shut and not playing the big shot was a great way to 
practice anonymity, for it is only by staying right-
sized with humility that I can practice the spiritual 
principles I learned before I let my personality run 
the show.  

HEATHER L. 

Oceanside, Calif. 

Reprinted with permission of the Grapevine Oct 2010. 
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SRI Office Update 
OFFICE REPORT 
 

It's that time of year when the snowbirds leave town 
for better climates and that means SRI is left with a few 
vacancies on the Hot Line. Not only do we need to replace a 
few phone volunteers, but we'd also like to build up our 
telephone volunteer d-base. Please ask the members of your 
groups to enlist for this service.  

In case you don’t know, here's how it works. 
Volunteers work one shift a week, the shift is 3 hours long. 
We have shifts from 9a-12p, 12p-3p, 3p-6p Monday through 
Friday. Sometimes it's busy, sometimes it's not. Feel free to 
bring a newspaper or other reading material.  Volunteers work 
in teams of two and help each other find meeting and other 
information for the callers. This work is done at the office 
using our phones & computers. If you don't use a computer 
that's not an issue, you can use the meeting list and other 
reference material in the office.  

We are also looking for volunteers to help in the 
bookstore. If you're interested please give a call or stop by the 
office to volunteer. Requirements are to be cordial, helpful, 
and have worked all 12 steps. At least one year of continuous 
sobriety is suggested. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

You can now purchase the Big Book (4th Edition) 
and the 12 & 12 eBooks on line at www.aa.org and FYI we 
have the current issue of the Grapevine magazine available for 
sale. We also have an assortment of new Grapevine books.  
The next Valley Wide Meeting list will be available for sale 
on the 15th of May. It will have a white cover. 

We are collecting photos of meeting halls to frame & 
put on the walls of Central Office. Please email photos of your 
meeting halls. info@sriphoenix.org. 

SRI will be hosting a 12th step orientation/workshop 
on the 4th Saturday of every month. The next workshop will 
be held on 4/28, from 1 pm - 2 pm. Come & learn how to do a 
12th step call. Both TAS and the office phone volunteer 
positions will be addressed briefly. This is a great opportunity 
to learn about this service work. There will be a Q&A during 
the meeting. If you think you might want to answer the phones 
or volunteer to put your name on the 12th step list, stop by and 
learn something new. 

Just a reminder; the SRI Business meeting is now 
being held at the SRI office. The next meeting is on May 8, at 
7pm. Our new address is: 3215 E. Thunderbird Phoenix, AZ 
85032 

Please NO SMOKING in front of the Building.  
Cash, checks, Visa & MasterCard are accepted at SRI 

Central Office. 
 

HELPLINE VOLUNTEERS 
 

Are you interested in doing service? SRI is looking 
for volunteers to answer the phones during the day. Regular, 
once a week shifts are 3 hours long and start at 9Am, 12PM & 
3PM.  

We’re also seeking volunteers to fill in on short 
notice. Please contact the SRI office if you are available to 
provide this service. Remember that Volunteers must have at 
least one-year continuous sobriety and have worked the 12 
steps. 

SRI is continuing to hold a “Grapevine Drive”. In an 
effort to get the word out, the PI/CPC committee will put these 
magazines in various locations in the Valley. You can bring 
your old copies of the Grapevine to the Central Office. 
 
CALL STATISTICS 
 
802 calls were handled by the Help Line volunteers in 
March.  
 
Less than 21  12th step and outreach calls  
469   requests for AA Meeting Information 
55   non-alcoholic callers 
257   miscellaneous calls 
16,590   visitors to the SRI website (aaphoenix.org) 
7,493   visitors to the Meeting List  
283   visitors to the Filing Cabinet  
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May 2012 Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

SRI Steering 
Committee @6:30 
pm 

2 

SRI roundup 
planning meeting 
6:30pm 

3 

Archives @6:30pm 

4 5 
 
H&I  
Cinco de Mayo 
Festival 
12-9pm 

 

6 

BB Workshop 
Crossroads East 
@1:00-3:00pm 

7 8 

SRI Intergroup Mtg 
@7:00pm 

9 

SRI roundup 
planning meeting 
6:30pm 

10 11 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

BB Workshop 
Crossroads East 
@1:00-3:00pm 

14 15 

 

 

16 

SRI roundup 
planning meeting 
6:30pm 

17 18 19 

20 

BB Workshop 
Crossroads East 
@1:00-3:00pm 

21 

 

22 

PI/CPC @6:30 pm 

23 

SRI roundup 
planning meeting 
6:30pm 

 

24 25 

 

26 

SNAC 10am 

12th Step Group 1pm 

27 

BB Workshop 
Crossroads East 
@1:00-3:00pm 

28 29 

 

 

30 

SRI roundup 
planning meeting 
6:30pm 

31  

 

 

 

Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________  
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SRI Business Meeting 
 

March 13, 2012 Minutes 
 

 
Tracey M opened the meeting at 7:00 pm 
SRI Statement of Purpose read by Matt 
3rd Tradition read by Cindy 
3rd Concept read by Michael 
 
Introduction of Steering Committee 
Members 
Tracey M, Chair 
Steve B, Vice Chair 
Holly H, Central Office Manager 
Kim W, Treasurer 
Cynthia G, Secretary 
Kevin H, Advisor 
Chris B, Advisor 
George M, Advisor 
Sean H, Past Chair, Absent 
 
New Intergroup Representatives 
Jim, Mon/Wed/Fri Group, NSF 
Adian, Grateful Living Group 
Hershel, Mid City Nooners  
Perry, Happy Hour Group Sahuaro  
Alan, Men's Stage, Monday Night  
 
Remarks and Announcements 
Tracey thanked Steering Committee and 
Steve for filling in while she was ill. Then 
she announced the resignation of Amy and 
the open Steering Committee position.  
 
February 2012 Minutes Approved  

 
Recurring Reports  
Treasurer’s Report 
Kim reviewed highlights of report 
including group contributions, profit and 
loss, expenses and income. She noted we 
are savings for Hospitality Room at the 
International Convention in Atlanta. 
Saturday Volunteers  
Steve reported slots filled through March.  
 
Special Events Service Committees 
Anniversary Chris B reported for Crystal. 
Committee needs help and donations, 
specifically for funds and food fitting a 
spaghetti dinner, 
Diane, Raffle Chair, announced tickets 
available; prizes include 1st Edition Big 
Book and gift baskets. 
Tom asked for 15-20 kitchen and clean up 
volunteers, 10 to 10, Saturday, April 28.  
Cathy discussed decorations and asked for 
volunteers.  
Chris reminded Reps of 7th Tradition and 
asked that contributions be from AAs only, 
checks to SRI Anniversary Event.  
 
SRI Summer Round-Up  
Tracey invited participation. This year's 
theme is We are Not Saints. Committee 
meetings other Wednesday at 6:30, Central 
Office. Many committee spots open.   
Central Office Report  
Holly briefly discussed the main points of 
her written report, including phone calls, 
web site, and  meeting lists. She reminded 
Reps to update Registration.  
She announced purchase of new stapler 
and plans to keep old stapler as backup.   
Holly called attention first to the latest 
edition of The AA Service Manual, and 
then to event flier followed by the 
announcement that VALYPA is active 
again.  
Holly asked Reps for feedback regarding 
The Filing Cabinet (FC) and called 
attention to the needs assessment survey.  
 
SRI Committee Reports  
PI & CPC no report.  

  
Telephone After Hours Service (TAS)  
Paul announced volunteer slots 100% 
filled. He then reminded group about the 
quarterly TAS coordination and training 
meetings. 
 
12th Step List 
Steve reported 10 participants at the 
February 12th Step Workshop. Workshops 
scheduled for the 4th Saturday of every 
month, 1-2.   
 
Archives  
Kevin stated group meets 1st Thursday 
every month 6 pm. Current projects 
include collecting histories and 
transferring audio recordings of Valley 
speakers to MP3 format. They are also 
looking for photos of meeting rooms 
without people.  
 
Special Needs Access Committee (SNAC)  
Chris explained the purpose of the 
committee and announced 3 new  Sign 
Language Interpreters.  
 
Liaison Reports 
General Service Liaison  
Steve plans to attend the Assembly at the 
end of the month. 
 
Hospitals And Institutions  
Amber will report at the April meeting.   
Travis distributed event fliers detailing 
May 5 Jamboree.  Tickets are $10. 
 
No Old Business  
No New Business 
Birthdays 
Brian, (3 years) Feb 18, 2009 
Jen, (7 years) Feb 20, 2005 
 
Amber moved to close the meeting; 
George seconded the motion; all in favor. 
Tracey closed the meeting at 7:59 pm 
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Save The Date 

 

A.A. New Meetings 

TUE 7:30 PM PHX 
DEFOGGED, O X 
4700 N 12TH ST #100 
FREEDOM HALL 
 
THU 5:30 PM PHX 
A PEACEFUL PLACE (11TH STEP MTG), O 
6060 N 7TH AVE 
BETHANY BIBLE CHURCH 
 
THU 7:00 PM MESA 
WE ARE RESPONSIBLE, C 
438 S 74TH PLACE 
READINGS FROM AS BILL SEES IT 
 
FRI 3:00 PM MESA 
FIRST THINGS FIRST, O 
5013 E BROADWAY RD 
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF NEW THOUGHT 
 
SAT 8:00 PM LAVEEN 
THE LEFT FORK, O D 
6730 W BASELINE RD 
HOUSE ON NW CORNER, CAMPFIRE 

A.A. Round-Ups, Conferences 

H&I Jamboree - Cinco de Mayo Festival  5/5/12  
12-9 pm @ Kiwanis Recreation Center (Reuben 
Romero Ramada) 
 6111 S All American Way, Tempe, AZ 

 
Tri State 28th Annual Round-up 5/17-5/20   
Laughlin, NV. Register on-line  
www.TriState-Roundup.com 
 
Mesa Round-up Memorial Day Spring Fling 5/12  
7pm First Christian Church  
805 N Country Club Rd Mesa, AZ  
 
27th Annual Flagstaff Round-up 6/1-6/3  
Register on line www.flagstaffroundup.com 
 
Valley of the Sun Founders Day 6/9  
10am - 5pm, Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church  
2121 S Rural Rd Tempe, AZ 
 
Lewis Canyon Campout 7/27-7/29  
Show Low, AZ 
 
SRI Summer Roundup 
8/10, 8/11, & 8/12 
 

A.A. Special Events 
 
Nothing Scheduled for May 
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SRI Group Contributions 
(March 2012 - Beginning of new fiscal year) 

 
Group No Group Name March 2012 Total Of Contribution Amount 
	
  
1087	
   6	
  P.M.	
  HAPPY	
  HOUR	
  (LAMBDA)	
   $77.42	
   $77.42	
  
1350	
   ALCOHOLICS	
  HELPING	
  ALCOHOLICS	
   $89.00	
   $89.00	
  
2805	
   BACKYARD	
  GROUP	
   $15.00	
   $15.00	
  
6106	
   BRUNCH	
  BUNCH	
   $46.04	
   $46.04	
  
1073	
   DIME	
  DROPPERS	
   $80.00	
   $80.00	
  
1156	
   FAITH,	
  HOPE,	
  AND	
  LOVE	
   $120.00	
   $120.00	
  
1075	
   GO	
  FOR	
  IT	
  GROUP	
  II	
   $50.00	
   $50.00	
  
6038	
   H.O.W.	
  (LAMBDA)	
   $77.75	
   $77.75	
  
5171	
   HOGAN'S	
  HEROES	
   $172.00	
   $172.00	
  
5120	
   KEYS	
  TO	
  SOBRIETY	
   $20.00	
   $20.00	
  
1514	
   LET'S	
  TALK	
  ABOUT	
  IT	
   $413.00	
   $413.00	
  
3114	
   LUNCH	
  BUNCH	
  (CROSSROADS)	
   $200.00	
   $200.00	
  
1041	
   MALE	
  CHAUVINISTS	
   $200.00	
   $200.00	
  
1204	
   MID	
  CITY	
  GROUP	
   $24.40	
   $24.40	
  
2003	
   MONDAY	
  NIGHT	
  B.B.	
  STEP	
  STUDY	
   $90.00	
   $90.00	
  
6214	
   ON	
  AWAKENING	
   $300.00	
   $300.00	
  
1103	
   SATURDAY	
  MORNING	
  BROTHERHOOD	
   $82.00	
   $82.00	
  
5223	
   SCC	
  -­‐	
  AA	
  DROPOUTS	
   $20.00	
   $20.00	
  
1040	
   SCOTTSDALE	
  NON-­‐DRINKERS	
   $184.00	
   $184.00	
  
6031	
   SISTERS	
  IN	
  SOBRIETY	
   $160.00	
   $160.00	
  
1021	
   STEP	
  SISTERS	
   $10.00	
   $10.00	
  
1260	
   WOLFPACK	
   $189.50	
   $189.50	
  

  
$2,620.11	
   $2,620.11	
  

Thank You! 
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SRI, Inc. Financials 
Profit & Loss – March 2012 

 
Ordinary Income/Expense 

 
   

Income 
 

    

Individual 
Contributions 129.40 

    
Group Contributions 2,620.11 

    
Store Income 8,533.50 

    
Non Store Income 187.49 

   
Total Income 11,470.50 

   
Cost of Goods Sold 

 

    

Store Cost of Goods 
Sold 6,043.72 

   
Total COGS 6,043.72 

  
Gross Profit 5,426.78 

   
Expense 

 
    

Store Expenses 1,968.82 

    
Employee Expenses 5,037.27 

    
Committee Expense 514.48 

   
Total Expense 7,520.57 

 
Net Ordinary Income -2,093.79 

 
Other Income/Expense 

 
  

Other Income 
 

   
Anniversary Income 1,042.00 

  
Total Other Income 1,042.00 

  
Other Expense 

 
   

Anniversary Expense 850.80 

   
Round-up Expense 305.64 

  
Total Other Expense 1,156.44 

 
Net Other Income -114.44 

Net 
Income 

  
-2,208.23 

 

 

 

Balance Sheet – March 2012 
Assets 

    

 

Current 
Assets 

  
  

Checking/Savings 
 

   
S.R.I. Event Savings 1,740.74 

   
S.R.I. Event Account 7,493.91 

   
General Checking 4,743.16 

   
Money Market (Prudent Reserve) 12,307.35 

  
Total Checking/Savings 26,285.16 

  
Other Current Assets 

 
   

Purchase Prepayments 3,260.72 

   
Inventory Asset 23,653.87 

   
Undeposited Funds 619.75 

  
Total Other Current Assets 27,534.34 

 
Total Current Assets 53,819.50 

 
Fixed Assets 

  
  

A/D Leasehold Improvements -10,152.97 

  
Leasehold Improvements 33,669.43 

  
Fixed Assets 22,505.00 

  
A/D - Fixed Assets -22,505.00 

 
Total Fixed Assets 23,516.46 

TOTAL ASSETS 
 

77,335.96 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 

 
Liabilities 

  
  

Current Liabilities 
 

   
Accounts Payable 

 
    

Accounts Payable -255.49 

   
Total Accounts Payable -255.49 

   
Other Current Liabilities 

 
    

Intra Company Loans 0.00 

   
Total Other Current Liabilities 0.00 

  
Total Current Liabilities -255.49 

 
Total Liabilities -255.49 

 
Equity 

   
  

Opening Bal Equity 542.26 

  
Funds Balance 79,257.42 

  
Net Income -2,208.23 

 

Total 
Equity 

 
77,591.45 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 77,335.96 
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Step Five 

Opening Doors 

Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to 
another human being the exact nature of 
our wrongs. 
 

I was always in a hurry as an active alcoholic. I felt 
so rotten about myself in particular and life in general that 
any time a situation held pleasure, I wanted it quickly. The 
need for quick relief was so great I never cared what I had 
to do to get it, or whom I hurt in the process. 

When I came into Alcoholics Anonymous, I 
looked at the Twelve Steps and calculated I could go 
through them one a week. It would only be a matter of time 
before these AA people began looking up to me. 
  The list of Steps didn't seem too difficult. I 
wouldn't have been in AA if I wasn't an alcoholic, but this 
powerlessness business was just for the real bad cases. As 
far as my life being unmanageable, that was because of the 
sick women who were attracted to me. They took 
advantage of my good nature and kindness. 
  Steps Two and Three went the same way. Then I 
reached Step Four. Making a fearless and searching moral 
inventory of myself was asking a bit much. I was okay. 
What I wanted to do was finish the program so I could help 
these other people. I decided to go on to the Fifth Step. 
Then I read it and figured I'd better get out of the program 
before someone talked me into making a confession. There 
was just no way I could bring myself to tell anyone the 
exact nature of my wrongs. If I told anyone about the awful 
things I'd done when drinking, I just knew they'd tell 
everybody. I could see the banner of my life story hanging 
across Main Street. 
  During all this figuring and manipulating, I was 
able to hear what people were saying about sponsors. I 
decided a sponsor might be the answer to my dilemma. I 
picked a man who was twelve years sober and talked about 
love and forgiveness. He would understand and help me 
with the Steps. 

  I remember giving him my first Fourth Step. I 
knew that in order to make him understand how serious I 
was, I had to tell him some secrets about my life. I proudly 
handed him one paragraph of wrongs. He looked at it and 
asked if this had been done to the best of my ability. I 
thought I had him snowed. Looking back I realize how 
patient he was. In fact, he knew then that I was going to get 
drunk again. But instead of judging me, he just kept saying, 
"Do the first Nine Steps to the best of your ability and 
there's a good chance you'll stay sober." 
  When I came back in from a drunk, a little more 
humble than before, my sponsor asked me if I knew why 
I'd relapsed. I gave a million excuses; he gave two: "First, 
you're a drunk, and second, you didn't do the first Nine 
Steps to the best of your ability." We started back on Step 
One, and I became more willing. He told me to read the Big 
Book again and apply it to my life. He told me that the 
more I read it, the more God would reveal what was truth 
and what was not. 
  Although I was more sincere at working the Steps, 
there were a lot of things I wasn't willing to accept. It was 
suggested that I stay away from relationships for a year, 
and not make any major decisions. But I wasn't about to be 
a puppet for anyone, and besides I'd been married five 
times--I figured I was an authority on relationships. At one 
time, I had three women in my life at the same time. 
  Luckily, all of these ladies are still sober, though 
I'm serving a twelve-year sentence as a result of my last 
drunk. Living with my selfishness, self-centeredness, 
jealousy, and anger must have been a nightmare for all of 
them. It was for me. 
  Finally, I went a year without a relationship and 
depended on the program during times of fear and 
loneliness. I did two more Fifth Steps before I was able to 
do one that was truly to the best of my ability. As I think 
about the process I went through, I realize that each of 
those Fifth Step experiences was needed. Each time I 
peeled off another layer of garbage, the more wreckage I 
got rid of. I gave a little and waited to see what I got back. 
Eventually I gave it all, holding nothing back. 
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  I heard people share in meetings, and some of their 
stories reminded me of myself. It took time to realize just 
how much I was like them. I found out that most people in 
AA had already been where I'd been and experienced some 
of the same terror and frustration in their own lives. I never 
thought that someone could hear the things I'd done and 
still like me, but I was wrong. I didn't understand the relief 
that comes when we find that special person to share with. I 
didn't know he would look at me and say, "I've done that 
too." 
  I didn't understand the kind of unconditional love 
this program offers. I didn't understand words like trust, 
forgiveness, understanding. I'm not perfect. I've made 
mistakes I'm not proud of--but I'm okay. Feeling okay--not 
completely joyous, happy, or free but simply okay is the 
most wonderful experience I've ever had. 
  The Fifth Step taught me to forgive myself so I 
could forgive others. It taught me that unless I have 
something, I can't give it away. The kind of love and joy 
that comes from this soul-cleansing process can only come 
from one place--one source. The relationship I build with 
myself must first come from a God of my understanding. I 
was brought to the point where I could face my Creator and 
ask his forgiveness. When I had truly done that, I was able 
to forgive myself and make the confession I'd thought 
impossible. 
  I've started back through the Steps again. Being in 
prison makes it a little harder because the kind of sobriety 
that comes with time doesn't exist here. My sponsor is four 
hours away and I'm allowed only ten minutes per call. But I 
write as often as I can and, soon, I should be moving to a 
camp nearer my home, so my sponsor can work with me a 
little better. I am my own best friend today and have many 
friends I'm starting to build truly loving relationships with. 
Had I never taken a completely honest Fifth Step, I'd still 
be living in the same pain that haunted me for years. 
Trusting God has opened a lot of doors for me, and with 
him I've been able to walk through them. 
 
Dale J. 
Jasper, Florida 
 
Reprinted	
  with	
  permission	
  of	
  the	
  Grapevine	
  May	
  1997. 

Old  T imers ’  Ann iversar ies  
First 

Last 
Initial Sober Date Total Years 

Bob M. 5/5/70 42 
LouAnn N. 5/15/70 42 
Marlene D. 5/1/71 41 
Eugene M. 5/19/72 40 
Glenna C. 5/14/76 36 
Pat B. 5/22/76 36 
Lea D. 5/27/76 36 
Dean D. 5/15/78 34 
Mary S. 5/27/78 34 
Daria Lynn L. 5/6/79 33 
Marc F. 5/19/80 32 
Wally C. 5/8/81 31 
R. Craig M. 5/5/82 30 
Fred A. 5/9/82 30 
Carole K. 5/15/82 30 
Wally B. 5/21/82 30 
Bonnie W. 5/8/83 29 
Ken B. 5/14/83 29 
Kim P. 5/20/83 29 
Evonne C. 5/23/83 29 
Jim P. 5/4/85 27 
John M. 5/22/85 27 
Bob G. 5/25/85 27 
Rob K. 5/9/87 25 
Tom F. 5/26/87 25 

 
Things We Cannot Change 

 
John Eddy    

4/27/40 -  12/20/96 -  3/26/12 
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Tradition Five
 
. . .Having One Primary Purpose 
 

IN the Twelve Steps of our Recovery Program, 
the words Power, God and pronoun Him is used nine 
times, and in the Twelve Traditions there is a constant 
trend, calling attention to the Deity in phrases such as "A 
loving God," "Spiritual entity," "Spiritual Significance," 
"Spirit of service," "He Who presides over us all" etc, 
but in spite of the emphasis placed on this many good 
AA members, including many chairmen--completely 
ignore the Spiritual aspect of the program, once the 
meeting is under way. 
  The Fifth Tradition reads as follows: 
 "Each Alcoholics Anonymous Group ought to be a 
Spiritual entity having one primary purpose--that of 
carrying its message to the alcoholic who still suffers." 
  What message do we have to carry to the sick 
alcoholic? Surely we do not counsel the newcomer by 
saying come up to the meeting and meet the bunch, or 
come over to the club and have a cup of coffee, and keep 
on coming and you will stay sober, without imparting 
information as to what makes the Program "tick," and 
that is of course the Spiritual part of the Program. 

This voluntary lack of recognition seems foolish 
and harmful. All groups are approached by a smattering 
of sceptics and so-called agnostics, and while I have 
heard it said that people may be scared away from AA 
by being frank about the Spiritual aspect, I have my first 
one to see. 
  The importance of meetings and group therapy 
cannot be overemphasized, it has manifold advantages 
and benefits, but these alone will not help us form a new 
pattern of life, so we can stay sober and like it. Without 
inward sense and consciousness and an open 

acknowledgement of God, or a Power greater than 
ourselves, our attempts to attain and maintain sobriety 
will eventually fail and the sooner this admission is 
made the better. 
  The manner in which the subject is approached 
is, of course, important. To approach the subject from 
the orthodox religious aspect is sometimes ill-advised 
but not always. To define Spirit as a living entity 
composed of nothing, is admittedly also a bit too thin to 
chew. But to say that life has a spiritual aspect apart 
from purely physical manifestations, that there are 
powers that control not only our lives but the entire 
universe, are obvious facts on which all are agreed. 
  The benefits of AA are derived from meeting 
people who understand our disease and extend genuine 
sympathy, who have a sincere interest in us and a 
tolerance for us we never knew before. This tolerance 
and fellow feeling develops into mutual understanding, 
overcomes our sales resistance and we are willing to 
cooperate. But this is not enough. We must further 
fortify ourselves by the development of our Spiritual life 
so we can maintain this new pattern of life when group 
therapy is not available. 
 
Doc 
Portland, Oregon 
 

Reprinted with permission of the Grapevine Nov 1950. 
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Service Commitment
SRI Central Office Volunteers 
One 3 hr shift per week between 9am to 6pm M – F, noon to 6 p.m. Sat. (602) 
264-1341, 3215 East Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Answer A.A. help line and forward business calls. One year continuous 
sobriety required. Occasional help in store serving customers. 
 
Telephone Answering System (TAS) 
(602) 264-1341 
Answer 12 Step calls and general A.A. questions from the comfort of your own 
home, nights and weekends. One year sobriety is recommended. 
 
SRI Steering Committee 
6:30 p.m. 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Meets the first Tuesday of each month. 
 
SRI Business Meeting 
7 p.m. Meets the second Tuesday of every month at 
SRI Central Office 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd. Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Meeting minutes available at www.aaphoenix.org, on the Filing Cabinet 
Newsletter. 
 
Twelve Step Committee 
(602) 264-1341 
Provides a list of A.A. members that are available for 12 Step calls. This list 
provides a much needed arsenal of volunteers to assure that our primary 
purpose to carry the message to the alcoholic who still suffers, is preserved. 
 
Archives Committee 
(602) 264-1341 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Rediscover historical materials and learn about A.A.’s roots and traditions. 
History buffs this is for you !! 
 
PI/CPC 
Public Information / Cooperation with the Professional Community 
Committees 6:30 p.m. 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. Organizes and distributes A.A. 
materials to the public by utilizing various media formats in addition to 
maintaining relationships with the professional community. 
 
Special Needs Committee (SNAC) 
10 a.m. 
(602) 264-1341 
Meets the 4th Saturday of each month at 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Contact Chairperson 
to confirm (480) 294-7434. 
 
 

 
 
 
Valleywide Young People in A.A. 
4 p.m. 
(623) 221-2095 
4210 N. Longview Ave., Phoenix 
Provides a forum for Young People in A.A. to get 
involved in service work. Meetings held at The 
Solution - 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. 
 
Hospitals and Institutions (H&I) 
7 p.m. 
(602) 368-8199 
2770 E. Van Buren, Phoenix 
Meets the second Wednesday of each month. 
This commitment offers the opportunity for you to share 
with a confined alcoholic. 
Community Bridges - Bill Wilson Hall 
 
AZ Remote Communities (ARC) 
remotecommunities@area03.org 
Responsible for carrying the message to alcoholics in 
remote areas who have difficulty due to language, 
cultural or geographical barriers. 
 
 
FILING CABINET NEWSLETTER 
We are always on the lookout for new content: articles, humor, 
announcements and ideas for features are always welcome. You do not need 
to be a literary master, loquacious wordsmith or even a good speller to 
submit. YOUR experience in A.A., in particular A.A. in the Valley, is all 
that is needed !! 
Send A.A.-related announcements to 
Central Office 
3215 East Thunderbird Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 
Helpline: (602) 264-1341 
E-mail: info@aaphoenix.org 
 
2011 STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Tracey M. Chairperson 
Steve B. Vice Chairperson 
Sean H. Past Chairperson  
Kim W. Treasurer 
Cynthia G. Secretary 
Chris B. Advisor 
George M. Advisor 
Kevin H. Advisor 
Fielding H. Advisor  
Holly H. SRI Office Manager  
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